PRELUDE ◊ A time of quiet preparation
Pastorale/ J. S. Bach
Veni, Creator Spiritus (Come, Creator Spirit)/ R. Wilson
Dwight McKay

WORDS OF GREETING

WE APPROACH GOD
IN WORD
I Peter 1:3-6a (NIV)
Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
People: In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Leader: And into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept
in heaven for you,
People: Who through faith are shielded by God's power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the
last time. In this you greatly rejoice.
IN PRAYER
*WE PRAISE OUR GOD
HYMN OF PRAISE 535

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!

*WE CONFESS OUR SIN
Unison: Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

from Psalm 51

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Psalm 32:5-7, 1 (NIV)
WORDS OF GRACE:
Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my
iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"-and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let everyone who is
godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the
mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. You are my hiding
place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with
songs of deliverance. Blessed is he whose transgressions are
forgiven, whose sins are covered.
*WE EXALT OUR LORD
WORSHIP SONGS
Leader: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation.
II Corinthians 5:17-18 (NIV)
WE GREET ONE ANOTHER
WELCOME TO VISITORS
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS
OFFERING/ OFFERTORY

Beautiful Savior/ arr. L. Smith
Aviendha Fogie, piano

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING
John 3:1-10 (NIV)
1
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night

and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from
God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing
if God were not with him."
3
In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again."
4
"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked.
"Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to
be born!"
5
Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be
surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where
it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of
the Spirit."
9
"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.
10
"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things?
SERMON

The Holy Spirit of New Creation
series: Jesus According to John
Rev. Thomas E. Nicholas

WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE INVITATION
THE BREAD
THE CUP
WE REMEMBER THOSE IN NEED
THE LOVE OFFERING/CLOSING HYMN 500
*WORDS OF PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*POSTLUDE

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

