PRELUDE
◊ A time of quiet preparation

'The Name of Jesus' medley/ arr. M. Hayes

WORDS OF GREETING
WE APPROACH GOD
I W
from II Corinthians 5:17-21 (%&)
Leader: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!
People: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation
Leader: That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:
People: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.
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*WE PRAISE OUR GOD
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My Hope Is in the Lord

WE CONFESS OUR FAITH
Leader: When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already
here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that
is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.
People: He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but
he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood,
having obtained eternal redemption.
Leader: The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on
those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean.
People: How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may
serve the living God!
Leader: For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant. For Christ
did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s
presence.

People:

Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again,
the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every
year with blood that is not his own.
Leader: Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the
creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the
end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.
People: So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many
people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but
to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

*WE EXALT OUR LORD
W;@%A SC;
Leader: At Horeb they made a calf and worshiped an idol cast from metal.
They exchanged their Glory for an image of a bull, which eats
grass. They forgot the God who saved them, who had done great
things in Egypt. So he said he would destroy them—had not
Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him to keep his
wrath from destroying them.
Psalm 106:19-21, 23 (%&)
WE GREET ONE ANOTHER
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WE SEEK GOD’S FACE

Prayers of God's People

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS
O::8%C/ O::8M7 Toccata on I am Thine O Lord / arr. D. Gillingham
Clare Wolf, Marimba
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
SL%AMR8 R86%C
Exodus 32:30-33:6, 12-20;
30
The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great
sin. But now I will go up to the L; perhaps I can make atonement for
your sin.”
31
So Moses went back to the L and said, “Oh, what a great sin these
people have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But
now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you
have written.”
33
The L replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot
out of my book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my
angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I
will punish them for their sin.”

35

And the L struck the people with a plague because of what they did
with the calf Aaron had made.
33:1
Then the L said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people
you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2 I
will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with
milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked
people and I might destroy you on the way.”
4
When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn
and no one put on any ornaments. 5 For the L had said to Moses, “Tell
the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even
for a moment, I might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will
decide what to do with you.’ ” 6 So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.
12

Moses said to the L, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have
said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are
pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to
find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14
The L replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you
rest.”
15
Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not
send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with
me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish
me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
17
And the L said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked,
because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
18
Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19
And the L said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of
you, and I will proclaim my name, the L, in your presence. I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one
may see me
and live.”
Nehemiah 9:16-21
16
“But they, our forefathers, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did
not obey your commands. 17 They refused to listen and failed to remember
the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in

their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But
you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they
cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who
brought you up out of Egypt,’ or when they committed awful blasphemies.
19
“Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the
desert. By day the pillar of cloud did not cease to guide them on their path,
nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. 20 You
gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna
from their mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 For forty
years you sustained them in the desert; they lacked nothing, their clothes
did not wear out nor did their feet become swollen.
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In the Breach for Us
Rev. Thomas E. Nicholas

*WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
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O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!
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I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord/ J. Fillmore

