PRELUDE
◊ A time of quiet preparation

Andante Grazioso/ W. H. Mozart
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us/ arr. K. Varner

WORDS OF GREETING
WE APPROACH GOD
IN WORD
Psalm 27: 4-6 (NIV)
Leader: One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:
People: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his
temple.
Leader: For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
People: He will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high
upon a rock.
Leader: Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;
People: At his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing
and make music to the LORD.
IN PRAYER
*WE PRAISE OUR GOD
HYMN OF PRAISE 170
Fairest Lord Jesus
WE CONFESS OUR SIN
Unison: Most holy and merciful Father,
we confess to you and to one another,
that we have sinned against you
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone
We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not always had in us the mind of Christ.
You alone know how often we have grieved you
by wasting your gifts, by wandering from your ways.
Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father;
and free us from our sin.
Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit,
for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen.

*WE EXALT OUR LORD
WORSHIP SONGS
Leader: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a
spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so
that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. Rom. 15: 5-7 (NIV)
WE GREET ONE ANOTHER
DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN TO CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (4 years old to 1st grade)
WELCOME TO VISITORS
WE SEEK GOD’S FACE
Prayers of God's People
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS
OFFERING/ CHORAL OFFERTORY

Order My Steps/G. Burleigh

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING
Romans 13:8-10 (NIV)
8
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one
another, for he who loves his fellow- man has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not
steal," "Do not covet,"and whatever other commandment there may be, are
summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does
no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
Romans 14:1-15:3 (NIV)
1
Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on
disputable matters. 2One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but
another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3The man who eats
everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who
does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has
accepted him, 4Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own
master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make
him stand.

5

One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man
considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own
mind. 6He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who
eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to
himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8If we live, we live to
the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we
belong to the Lord.
9
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might
be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10You, then, why do you judge
your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all
stand before God's judgment seat. uIt is written:
" 'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, every knee will bow
before me; every tongue will confess to God.' "
12
So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.
13
Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make
up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's
way. 14As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food
is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for
him it is unclean. 15If your brother is distressed because of what you eat,
you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your
brother for whom Christ died. 16 Do not allow what you consider good to
be spoken of as evil. 17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,18because anyone who
serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.
19
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification. 20Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.
All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes
someone else to stumble. 21It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do
anything else that will cause your brother to fall.
22
So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself
and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he
approves. 23But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because
his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is

sin.
15:1

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not
to please ourselves. 2Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to
build him up. 3For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written:
"The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4For everything that
was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Romans 12:18 (NIV)
18
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
SERMON

The Sacrifice of Peaceful Relationships
series: Living Sacrifices for Jesus
Rev. Thomas E. Nicholas

*WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
HYMN OF RESPONSE 692
To You, O Lord, I Fly
*WORDS OF PEACE
DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR
(4 years through 5th grade)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
Prayer for Peace/ C. Demorest

